
                    SUMMARY 
 
            Fortunate Families Detroit Day of Reflection 

Sept. 14, 2019 
           
        Building Bridges for LGBT People and Our Church 
 
 

  8:30  Registration and Continental Breakfast:  Thanks to our breakfast angels:  

Kit Belvitch ( who also took registrations!), Joyce McCabe, Jerry Black,  Brad and 

Janice Laesser, Sr. Brigid Johnson, and Dawn McGaff 

 

  9:10  Welcome and Announcements 

 

  9:20  Prayer...Guided Meditation led by Artemae Anderson…a beautiful shared 

prayer experience which laid the foundation for a fruitful Day of Reflection. Our 

dear friend Terry Gonda from St. John Fisher sang “Always Our Children,” the 

song she wrote for our FF Detroit group and also played background meditation 

music during our prayer time. 

 

10:00  Attendees introduce themselves...who they are and briefly share their  

           stories.   All participated with their own stories and thoughts.  9 new folks  

           attended for the first time.  A total of 25 people attended. 

 

10:45: Break 

 

11:00 "Fortunate Families:  How and Why"… Fr. Dick Mevissen, CSsR.   God 

called every part of creation “good.”  As FF we know that statement encompasses 

our LGBT sons and daughters and our LGBT sisters and brothers.  We are 

fortunate because we recognize that goodness in them and work to expand that 

understanding of their lives and their persons as humans blessed with the 

unconditional love of God.  

 

11:45  Q and A 

 



12:00  Lunch  Thanks to Dorothy Sullivan, Joyce McCabe, Artemae Anderson  

 

 

12:45 Panel: "Why I Stay, Why I Left, Why I Struggle"     

                    Rich Heide, Jim Gerardi, Julie Nemecek, Meg Black 

            

Rich Heidi attends mass at Dignity and at Sts Peter and Paul Jesuit in Detroit. 

He compared his reasons for remaining in the Church with the reasons of Detroit 

residents who remain living in the city because they want do what they can to 

improve it.  Rich’s continued active participation in the Church community is 

essential to his hope that the Church will become a much more welcoming place  

for  LGBT people. 

Jim Gerardi spoke of his early years as an enthusiastic member of the Church 

until age 19, when he fell in love with another man and had to face the 

Church’s condemnation of that love’s expression as mortally sinful. Jim did 

not experience it as sin, and said so in Confession.  He left the Church and 

never returned.   

 Meg Black, the daughter of FF members Mary and Jerry Black, found that she 

could no longer consider the Church her spiritual home.  The doctrines and rules 

just didn’t fit with her understanding of who she is as a total human person. After 

the death of her mother, she began attending St. Ignatius of Antioch faith 

community with her dad mainly as a support to him.  The genuine love, respect , 

and care for others  that she saw there, as well as the goodness of Fr. Tom has led 

her to feel a part of this group even though  she still does not consider herself  a 

“Catholic.” 

Rev. Julie Nemecek, a transgender woman, was ordained a minister in the Baptist 

Church.  She and her wife Joanne have been married for 47 years and have raised 

three boys.  Her announcement in 2007 that she planned to transition led to her 

being fired from her position as an associate professor at Spring Arbor University. 

After being asked to leave the church where she preached when the pastor was ill 

or absent, she and Joanne were welcomed into a Presbyterian Church where they 

lived until their move to Kentwood where they now are active in a UCC church.    

 

 

  2:00 Break 

 

  2:10 FF Detroit: What we've done; Where do we go from here?... 



                             Whole Group Discussion 

 

WHAT WE’VE DONE: 

Original Focus:  Support for families with LGBTQ loved ones 

Revised Focus: Continue support for families, but add:   Support LGBTQ sisters 

and brothers by “…facilitating respectful conversation and sharing personal 

stories within dioceses, parishes and communities, especially with bishops, pastors 

and Church leadership.” from Building a Bridge by James Martin, SSJ 

 

During the past year we have focused on approaching pastors to establish book 

discussions on Building a Bridge to introduce parishioners to conversation about 

LGBTQ Catholics.  

 

Parishes/Schools Contacted and Replies: 

 

Prince of Peace           No                             St. Louis            Yes 

St. Isidore                    No          Sts. Simon and Jude  Yes 

Catholic Central HS    No                             St. Blasé                     No 

Sts Peter and Paul       parish already is open to and has many LGBT members 

 

 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

1) Continue to reach out to leaders of parishes and Catholic schools asking for 

book discussions of Building a Bridge , but not necessarily  as a parish-

wide event.  Instead suggest smaller discussions within Parish Councils, 

Christian Service Commissions, Education Commissions, or any other 

group within a parish or school. 

 

2) Offer “Always Our Children,” a panel presented by parents and LGBT 

Catholics who share their stories and struggles to come to terms with their 

sexuality and spirituality.  

 

3) Continue to grow our ministry’s strength through more prayer and study at 

our meetings to discern our call, and build community within our group. 

 

Our discussion included the recent 3rd pastoral message from Archbishop Vigneron which is 

titled “A Pastoral Note on Ministry to Those Who Experience Same Sex Attraction.” You can 

access this pastoral message here:  



https://www.unleashthegospel.org/pastoral-notes/imitating-christs-charity-and-chastity/ 

This message is part of the Archbishop’s program Unleash the Gospel and reinforces the 

message contained in the USCCB letter Ministry to Persons with a Homosexual Inclination: 

Guidelines for Pastoral Care (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops [USCCB], 2006). 

The introduction to Vigneron’s 3rd pastoral message was written by Auxiliary Bishop Gerard 

Battersby.  Our pastor at Christ the King, Vic Clore, has written a “reply” to Bishop Battersby. 

You can read both the Archbishop’s message as well as the Introduction by Bishop Battersby at 

the link noted above in red. 

Fr.Vic reported on the next phase of Unleash the Gospel which was announced in June and will 

“refound our parishes by having each parish create a “missionary strategic plan.”  

This new pastoral message and the new diocesan initiative will be discussed more completely at 

our next FF Detroit meeting on Nov.10 at Christ the King.   Please come! 

 

2:45 Evaluations and Prep for Mass 

 

3:00 Mass with Fr. Vic… a beautiful and meaningful ending to our Day of  

         Reflection.  Thanks to Terry Gonda who was our music leader for Mass. 

 
 

http://www.usccb.org/about/doctrine/publications/upload/ministry-to-persons-of-homosexual-iInclination.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/doctrine/publications/upload/ministry-to-persons-of-homosexual-iInclination.pdf

